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mass of the people, 4estitute of active energy, and for CHAP. I.
th^rinost part without a shadow of moral principle to
animate the dull routine of a bttrthensome and scra-
piUous superstition. The aim of human wisdom is the
liberation of the soul from the evils attending the mortal
state. This object is attempted by one modification or
other of that intense abstraction which, separating the
soul from the bonds of flesh, is supposed capable of
liberating it in this life from the unworthy restrictions
of earthly existence, and of introducing it in the next
to the full enjoyment of undisturbed repose, or even to
the glories of a total absorption into the divine essence
itself. In all this we may detect the secret but- con-
tinual influences of a climate which, indisposing the
organisation for active exertion, naturally cherishfed
those theories which represent the true felicity of man
to consist in inward contemplation and complete quies-

cence."

A few words must be said about the social state that
preceded the rise of Indian philosophy. In using the
'word philosophy, it is to be taken loosely, as designatin
a large amount of pictorial conception covering an'-inner
nucleus of rudimentary ideas. We are dealing with reli-
gion as well as with metaphysics. In India religion and
metaphysics have grown up in one promiscuous growth,
and have never had a separate life. They cannot be
disengaged from each other, and we can seldom, point
to such and such an item ia any structure as philoso-
phical, and such and such another item as religious. A
'few words only tan be given to an explanation of the
social order that preceded the rise of the Brahmanical
and Buddhist forms of thought and faith, and the
reader must refer for further information, if he needs'
it, to the writings of Professor Max Muller and Dr.
John Muir. Let us, then, station ourselves in the- com-
nitm;tie8 in which'the Kishis -lived, the seers that saw
and fashioned the Vedic hymns. The Indian tribes